
 

 

English III Honors - Summer Reading Essay Assignment 
 

Option A: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain 

Option B: Black Boy by Richard Wright 

 
The summer essay is a required component of the English III - Honors course. The essay will be 

graded and will count towards your 1
st
 marking period grade. All essays are due on the first 

day of school.   

• All students with English scheduled during the first semester must bring the essay on the 

first day of class. 

• All students with English scheduled during the second semester must still bring the essay 

to their English teacher on the first day of school, even though class will not officially 

meet until semester two. 

 

Directions 

You are required to do some brief research on the time period of the novel you will be reading,  

focusing on the political, social, and historical aspects of the time period. You should also 

research the concept of “The American Dream” to provide the context for your reading. You 

should actively take notes regarding this information and keep record of your citations. These 

notes will be collected along with your essay. You will then write a well-developed essay 

responding to the essay topic for your chosen novel. 

 

You MUST provide a Works Cited Page and in-text citations with your essay. Lack of 

providing these two requirements will result in a “0” on your essay. Visit 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ for additional support on MLA citations and 

formatting. 

 

Essay Requirements 

� 3 ½ to 4 page minimum 

� Formal, academic tone (utilize strong academic vocabulary; do not use personal pronouns; no 

contractions) 

� A clearly stated thesis statement 

� Textual support, including direct quotations, in body paragraphs 

� MLA citations for quotations and reference materials (if utilized) 

� A formal heading, essay title, and page numbers (MLA format)  

� PROOFREAD your essay 

 

Grading  

Your essay will be graded based upon how well you respond to the assigned questions and how 

thoroughly you use textual support in that response. It will also be graded on your proper 

formatting of MLA citations and Works Cited. Essays that do not meet the length requirement 

will not be accepted. Late essays are not accepted unless extenuating circumstances are provided. 

Good luck and happy reading! 

 

 

TURN OVER FOR ESSAY TOPICS 



 

 

 

 

Essay Topic – OPTION A 

Discuss how Mark Twain portrays the American Dream throughout the novel The Adventures of 

Huckleberry Finn. Does he seem to support or ridicule the idea of the American Dream? Reflect 

particularly on the promise of freedom the Dream presents. Is freedom truly a reality for Huck? 

for Jim? Provide specific evidence, including quotations and textual support from the novel, to 

support your response and analysis. Include your researched information on the time period 

of the 1840s in America and the American Dream at the beginning of your essay, directly 

after your introduction. Be sure to answer ALL parts of the essay question. 

 

 

Essay Topic – OPTION B 

 

Richard Wright's use of the motif of traveling greatly emphasizes his individual perspective of 

the American Dream and what he must do in order to gain it; in doing so, he must take the 

initiative to make it a reality in a society that is racially biased. By overcoming these obstacles 

Wright achieves his hopes for the American Dream through hard work and dedication. 

 

How did Richard Wright capture the notion of the American Dream?  How does Wright's use of 

the motif of traveling show the struggles at an attempt to attain the American Dream?  How does 

this manipulation of language reveal the falsehood of the inexorably sought-after American 

Dream?   Include your researched information on the time period of the 1930s in America 

and the American Dream at the beginning of your essay, directly after your introduction. 

Be sure to answer ALL parts of the essay question. 

 

 


